[Death caused by neglect?].
Over a period of several months a 23-year-old bedridden woman suffered from increasing cachexia with numerous decubital ulcera in the parental house. The parents induced the hospitalization not before the patient reached the agonal phase. The reported case was especially spectacular because the left arm had fallen off and lay beside the woman showing maggot infestation, mummification and skeletonization. Against the parents a preliminary investigation for manslaughter by negligence was instituted. This case report describes the unusual course of disease and the striking familiar situation.